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Dear Nativity Community: 

As you may have heard at church on 
June 13, Vestry member Jon Bost 

shared the Core Values that the Vestry 
has discerned on their most recent retreat. 

As a reminder, they are the following:  

• We Accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. 
• We Gather in a Community where “Everyone is 

Welcome. No Exceptions!”. 
• We Promote spiritual Growth through our Worship 

Services, Christian Education, and Community 
Events.  

• We Believe Outreach is our Gift and our 
Responsibility to the Local and Global Communities.  

• We Provide a Christ-centered environment in which 
families are offered a supportive community and 
spiritual growth as they journey through parenthood, 
school years, and beyond.  

• We Embrace and Encourage a broad Arts Program. 
• We Operate our parish in a Fiscally Sound Manner. 

These Core Values are essentially the “DNA” of the 
Episcopal Church of the Nativity.  

On another topic, at our Vestry meeting this week, the 
Vestry approved the following resolution:  
• For all indoor activities at the Episcopal Church of 

the Nativity, mask wearing will continue to be 
mandatory for people who are not fully vaccinated. 
Fully vaccinated is defined as at least 2 weeks having 
passed since receiving the final dose. 

• Beginning on June 21st, The Episcopal Church of the 
Nativity will no longer require masks for those fully 
vaccinated gathering for worship, education, or other 
events. 50% of the capacity of any given room may 
be used, provided that social distancing can be 
maintained at the increased capacity.  

• Congregational and choral singing can resume with 
unmasked fully vaccinated individuals.  

• Coffee hour and events involving food may take 
place indoors. 

• Nativity will no longer require registration for 
services, but greeters will need to gather contact 
information of all non-parishioners who attend (for 
contact tracing if there is a Covid outbreak).  

We encourage anyone who feels more comfortable 
wearing a mask, especially those who are health-
compromised, to continue to wear one. We have been 
extremely lucky that nobody in our parish has died of 
Covid, and we continue to suggest everyone protect 
themselves by getting a Covid vaccination.  

Faithfully in Christ, 

The Reverend Scot McComas 
Rector 

THANK YOU! 
The Christopher family generously donated Bob and 
Marty’s book collection to Nativity in order to benefit 
the Summer Camp Youth Scholarships at  
Chapel Rock Camp and Conference Center. Once 
again Nativity’s dedicaiton to Outreach is evident - 
The Book Drive for Chapel Rock Scholarships 
collected over $2,000 which provided 5 children a 
wonderful experience this summer. Thank You! 

http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
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 Nativity’s  
 Contacts

Nativity Staff  
The Rev. Scot McComas 

Rector 
scotmccomas@thenativity.net 

704-779-6113 

The Rev. Dr. Wayne V. Whitney 
Associate Rector 

waynewhitney@thenativity.net 

The Rev. Martha Durham  
Deacon 

 marthadurham@thenativity.net 

Mandy Hodges  
Director of Youth, Children &  

Family Ministries 
mandyhodges@thenativity.net 

Tyler Pimm 
Director of Music 

tylerpimm@thenativity.net 

Mina Rafferty 
Parish Administrator 

minarafferty@thenativity.net 

Nativity Vestry 

Senior Warden:   Paul Rank 
     513-300-3729   
     paulrank1@mac.com 

Junior Warden:   Ron Kupinski 
     303-668-7453 
     lonemavrick@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:    Andrea Peabody 
     480-588-8328   
     Andreapeabody@earthlink.net 

Sarah Banks      480-204-1732  
     sdwnaz@yahoo.com 

Jon Bost    602-618-6781 
     jonrbost@yahoo.com 

Diana Fitzgerald   850-459-2249 
     dianalifitzgerald@gmail.com  

Jim Graves    602-885-8829 
     characterinyouth@cox.net 

Dina Horsman   602-571-0826 
     dinaslaw@cox.net 

Dennis Long      480-837-7163 
     dennis@designlogicinc.com 

James Newhouse   602-499-7317 
     phxblue@cox.net 

Cotty Peabody   617-966-1461 
     Epeabody@earthlink.net 

Darrell Spencer   480-540-5229  
     darrellwspencer@yahoo.com 

22405 N. Miller Road 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85255 

Telephone: 
480-307-9216 

nativityscottsdale.org

www.nativityscottsdale.org
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   Nativity’s Virtual Gathering Schedule           Page 3

Sundays, 9:00 am 
Power Bible Study 

Sundays, 10:00 am 
Sunday Service 

1st Tuesdays 6:00 pm 
Outreach Meeting 

Tuesdays, 6:00 pm 
Centering Prayer 

Wednesdays, 10:30 am 
Fr. Scot’s Book Group 

Wednesdays, 5:30 pm 
Evening Prayer 

Wednesdays, 6:00 pm 
Bible Study with Dr. Wayne 

Wednesdays, 7:00 pm 
Virtual Choir Meeting 

Thursdays, 10:00 am 
Knitting Group 

If you would like information on the meeting or would like to join, please contact Fr. Scot at 
scotmccomas@thenativity.net.

www.nativityscottsdale.org

mailto:scotmccomas@thenativity.net
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
mailto:scotmccomas@thenativity.net
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org


w w w . n a t i v i t y s c o t t s d a l e . o r g

 Page 4   From our Associate Rector           

  

The Episcopal Church (TEC) formally adopted the lectionary of Sunday scripture 
texts that Nativity uses in 2006—the same year our church in Scottsdale was 
born.  During the period of time after Pentecost in the summer of 2021 the 1st 
reading, typically from the Hebrew Bible or Old Testament, follows a sequential 
track.  During this season of growth we hear readings from the books of I and II 

Samuel until mid-August, and then continue into the books of I and II Kings. 
The books of Samuel and Kings are actually a single solitary composition that is 

broken up into 4 books because of its massive size.  Think of them as scrolls of 
parchment or vellum—they didn’t come in “super-size.” 

These inspired stories of our forebears in faith cover a narrative span from the 12th to 6th Centuries BCE.  
The tales of the books bearing the name of the prophet and judge Samuel cover the time of the nascent 
monarchy, specifically the reigns of King Saul and King David. 

I encourage you to open your Book of Common Prayer to pages 908 and 909 and see the scripture references 
of this, our 1st Lesson, over the course of June and July.  Courageously read these stories (as well as the 
stories in between our Sunday lections) with the mind of an inquiring learner.  Get curious about how the 
ancient community of faith would understand these narratives.  Find yourself as a character inside these texts 
and let the Holy Spirit breath fresh life into your spirit.  Experience a manifestation of God that has you go 
beyond the “same old, same old” to the extraordinary for once and for ever. 
Happy Readings, 

Dr. W+ 

The Rev Wayne V Whitney, PhD 
Associate Rector 

Wayne’s World May 2021 

Centering Prayer Summer Schedule 
The Centering Prayer Group will continue to meet on Tuesday evenings through June.  In July and the 

beginning of August we will take a summer break. Look for us in the fall! Contact Bill Bailey 
williambailey70@yahoo.com for further details or questions. 

www.nativityscottsdale.org
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   Adult Christian Education            Page 5

Sunday Morning Power Bible Study  
Sunday Power Bible Study with Dr. 
Wayne continues throughout the Summer. 
It features all 4 of the week’s lectionary 
texts in 30-45 minutes.  Tune in to get 
related to the liturgical texts for the week. 
Join Dr. Wayne online at 9 am on 
Nativity’s Facebook page or the Nativity 
General YouTube channel or anytime 
during the week. Either click here or copy 
and paste the link below to go to the 
Sunday Power Bible Study playlist on 
YouTube. 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLEyfuimpB74-
ULi18ZwgTM2ZG0jaJ2V0B 

Bible Study Wednesday 
The Old Testament narrative reaches its climax with Exile toward the end of the book of II Kings. Dr. 
Wayne leads these studies on Wednesdays at 6 pm on the Nativity General Channel on YouTube and on 
Nativity’s Facebook page. Click here to view the Bible Study Wednesday playlist on YouTube. Or copy, 
paste, or click the link below in your browser. 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEyfuimpB749cPkWJh9IROV0gSmGPw5K2. 

Wednesday Evening Prayer 
This ministry is taking a Summer sabbatical. Please contact Dr. Wayne or Deacon Martha if you’d like to 
participate in leading this ministry of prayer when we relaunch in the Fall.  Contact Dr. Wayne at 
waynewhitney@thenativity.net or Deacon Martha at marthadurham@thenativity.net. 

Fr. Scot's Wednesday Book Group 
The book group is on summer vacation until August 18. 

Power  
Bible  
Study 
Sunday  
9:00

www.nativityscottsdale.org

http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEyfuimpB74-ULi18ZwgTM2ZG0jaJ2V0B
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEyfuimpB74-ULi18ZwgTM2ZG0jaJ2V0B
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEyfuimpB74-ULi18ZwgTM2ZG0jaJ2V0B
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEyfuimpB749cPkWJh9IROV0gSmGPw5K2
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEyfuimpB749cPkWJh9IROV0gSmGPw5K2
mailto:waynewhitney@thenativity.net
mailto:marthadurham@thenativity.net
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEyfuimpB74-ULi18ZwgTM2ZG0jaJ2V0B
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEyfuimpB74-ULi18ZwgTM2ZG0jaJ2V0B
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEyfuimpB74-ULi18ZwgTM2ZG0jaJ2V0B
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEyfuimpB749cPkWJh9IROV0gSmGPw5K2
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEyfuimpB749cPkWJh9IROV0gSmGPw5K2
mailto:waynewhitney@thenativity.net
mailto:marthadurham@thenativity.net
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org


w w w . n a t i v i t y s c o t t s d a l e . o r g

 Page 6   Music Ministry       

Dear Nativity family, 

Introducing: the Saint Nicholas Choir 
As with many of our activities at Nativity, the children's choir has been on hiatus during the pandemic. 
Assuming it is safe to do so in the Fall, this musical ensemble is being resurrected as the Saint Nicholas 
Choir, named for the (historical) patron saint of children. Utilizing the Voice for Life 
curriculum published by the Royal School of Church Music, students in Grades 3-12 will have the 
opportunity to acquire and implement practical musical skills that will stick with them for a lifetime, 
and to sing some wonderful, inspiring choral repertoire along the way! Rehearsals will be held 
Tuesdays 5:00-6:15 p.m. starting August 17. 

If you have a child who is interested in participating in this ensemble, please contact the director Mr. 
Tyler Pimm, Director of Music at Nativity, at tylerpimm@thenativity.net. This is open to children of 
parishioners as well as community members. Spread the word! 

Summer Pickup Choir 
We are excited to introduce the Summer "Pickup" Choir! It is open to choir members past, present, and 
future...or anybody else who is interested. On each 3rd Sunday during the Summer (June 20, July 18, 
and August 15) we want your help singing a not-so-difficult anthem and leading the hymns and service 
music. Rehearsals will be held at 9:00 a.m. in the Bethlehem Classroom just before the 10:00 a.m. 
service. Don't worry, no robes. 

Tyler J. Pimm 
Director of Music 
tylerpimm@thenativity.net 

www.nativityscottsdale.org
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Page 8     Children & Youth Formation      

www.nativityscottsdale.org

While this isn't goodbye forever (you can count on me
visiting from time to time!!), my last Sunday at Nativity is
June 27th. I hope to see you all at church this week so I
can give you a hug and we can have one last SUPER
FUN SUNDAY together!!

Mandy's Last Sunday

June Events at Nativity

Donuts with Dad

Vacation Bible School

A note from Mandy

Youth & Children gather on Sunday mornings. Here is is our weekly schedule:

11:0010:00

http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
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 Page 10         Deacon’ Beacon   

Recently I had cause to be out and around a bit as Covid restrictions relaxed and 
friends were vaccinated. I headed out and set off for my sewing store, which is near the 
new location of CASA Academy. I was headed for 35th Street and Northern, not too 
far, but off my usual beaten track. I was humming to the music and thinking about all 
the sewing notions I wanted after a long time of this store being closed. The feeling 
was almost twitchy as I happily tootled along. I ended up in PEORIA. I had taken the 
101 all the way west instead of going down the 17. For someone from the northeast corner of the valley-
Peoria is out where Jesus lost his sandals.Taking a deep breath - I punched the address in my GPS and 
headed east. I followed the instructions exactly and it took me on the most convoluted route possible to 
travel 9 miles due east. Being a rule follower, I followed every turn. I did eventually arrive, many minutes 
late. Well, that happens, GPS directions don’t always follow my traffic intentions. It left me trying to adjust 
and definitely crabby. 

This sort of thing happened twice again in the following weeks, once when I was headed to downtown 
Phoenix I landed in Moon Valley. Enough said, I am obviously out of sorts and often crabby. 

Silly as this seems, I think it’s a metaphor for many people as Covid is retreating and we are venturing 
farther afield. Normal everyday routines are done differently, taking us through odd ways of doing routine 
tasks. Like the odd places my GPS took me. I knew I was headed in the correct direction, but old patterns 
of place and time and direction seemed wrong. I got there, but it was a bit off pattern. This manifests in 
different ways. One friend mentioned she felt very odd on an escalator recently. She noticed the odd jerky 
movements they make, sensations she glossed over a year or so ago. It left her feeling peculiar. I didn’t ask 
her if she was crabby. Old routine things, with a bit of difference. Off-kilter makes me uneasy. 

I think it’s not uncommon to be uneasy, or anxious, or even crabby in this changing time. I try to have 
compassion with those who are adjusting, and compassion with myself too. 

Church is like this too. We are gathered together happily-and the liturgy remains the same. It is a lovely 
service and it is a joy to be together, but it still takes a little getting used to. I can’t even articulate what is so 
different - I’m working on remembering that compassion part. I love seeing everyone, learning new patterns 
and new driving directions but it does help to name it out loud, “Things are a bit different.” I do not want 
to be crabby. I want to thrive on different. I want to say, yep, that’s how it is now, and it’s good. Life is 
Good. Keep the compassion coming. Thanks be to God for new patterns in life. Peace to all,  

The Rev. Martha Durham, Deacon

www.nativityscottsdale.org
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       General Information      Page 11   

FLOWER DEDICATIONS 
The flower guild invites you and your family to honor loved ones in thanksgiving or 
to memorialize those we have lost by providing flowers for our Sunday worship 
service. These dedications will be included in our celebration and will help to 
beautify our worship space. Please provide the following information to Mina 
Rafferty via email at minarafferty@thenativity.net by Tuesdays noon.   

Dedication _________________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________________________________ 
  Given By _________________________________________ 
  Contribution amount __________________________ 

The flowers will be available for you to take home  
following the service on Sunday. 

You may also sign up for flower dedications through the year.  
Days available are on the flower chart located in Christopher Hall. 

We are looking for people that would be interested in joining the flower guild arranging crew.  If you 
have thought you would like to learn a bit about flower arranging, if needed, as well as be a part of 

making our sanctuary beautiful and blessing people with an arrangement that they can take home if they 
want to. Beautiful flowers to remember their special event or person all week long.  We can teach you 
the basics and work along side you to create beautiful bouquets. 

If interested, please let Joyce Graves know at 602-885-8828 or email jbjlgraves@cox.net.

www.nativityscottsdale.org
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Page 12       General Information    

AmazonSmile - Funds for Nativity  
You can contribute without costing you more money via Smile.Amazon.com!  Contact Mina Rafferty 
(minarafferty@thenativity.net) for more info.Use our unique link - https://smile.amazon.com/ch/
45-5599218 When first visiting AmazonSmile, you are prompted to select a charitable organization from over 
one million eligible organizations. For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the customer’s selected charitable organization. Each quarter, the 
AmazonSmile Foundation makes donations to eligible charitable organizations by electronic funds transfer. 

Birthdays & Anniversary Blessings  
We would like to know when your birthday and/or anniversary is coming up so we can pray for you by name 
during the birthday and anniversary prayers and blessings each week. If you would like your name mentioned, 
please email the dates and information to Fr. Scot at scotmccomas@thenativity.net  or call him at 
704-779-6113. Or maybe you have a family member or friend you'd like us to pray for. Please let us know.   

Prayer Team  
If you or someone special to you are in need of prayers you have several options to let the prayer team know 
of the request. Please let one of the clergy know. There also is a book for prayer requests on the table by the 
entrance to Christopher Hall, or you may email Joyce Graves at jbjlgraves@cox.net or call 602-885-8828. All 
prayers are kept confidential within the prayer team. We also ask that you give us an update preferably every 
month or so about the person or persons you have asked us to pray for. 

Name Tags 
Name Tags - It you are attending the Church of the Nativity but do not have a name tag at present, please stop 
by the Welcome Counter and give us your name so we can have one made for you. You can also contact Mina 
Rafferty at the church office, 480-307-9216 or via email at minarafferty@thenativity.net with your 
information. 

Deadline Changes 
All announcements that you would like to see in the Sunday bulletins and the weekly email blasts should be 
emailed to Mina at minarafferty@thenativity.net by noon on Mondays. Submittals for the monthly newsletters 
will be the 23rd of the month. If you have any questions, please contact Mina at the church office, 
480-307-9216 or minarafferty@thenativity.net. 

Forward Day by Day 
Forward Day by Day is a booklet of daily inspirational meditations reflecting on a specific Bible passage, 
chosen from the daily lectionary readings as listed in the Revised Common Lectionary or the Daily Office 
from the Episcopal Church's Book of Common Prayer. The meditations are rich in substance and offer a wide 
range of witness and experiences. Each month's meditation is written by a different author.  These booklets in 
both regular and large print are available on the Welcome desk or if you would like one mailed to you, send 
Mina Rafferty an email at minarafferty@thenativity.net. 

www.nativityscottsdale.org
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     Fellowship     Page 13

Ones and Twos  
Ones & Twos is a social group of adults at The Church of the Nativity, which 
meets about once a month (except summer). It is open to all members, visitors and guests. Ones and 
Twos Social will begin again in September on the 2nd Friday of the Month.  October will also be the 
2nd Friday and if anyone would like to host a social, please let me know:  Kathy Wasson at 
kathwass@aol.com  602-781-4944.  Thank you.

Knitting Zoom News 
The knitting group is taking a break in July and will restart mid-August.   
Keep an eye out for restarting info! 
In the meantime... If you need a summer knitting project  you can get a head start on our fall work of 
knitting baby and children's hats for the Diocese of Jerusalem.  The Holy Land tour group will deliver 
them on their trip this winter.  Email me for a very easy pattern! I'm looking 
forward to seeing all of you in the fall! marthadurham@thenativity.net 

Film Club 
The film club is open to all who enjoy movies. See the film first, then join the 
discussion and fellowship. The film for July is In the Heights.  We will meet 
at the Jalapeno Inferno in DC Ranch at 20825 N. Pima Rd, at 5:30, on July 
17.  If you have any questions, and in order to have a large enough table, 
please RSVP by July 14th to Darrell at darrellwspencer@yahoo.com.

www.nativityscottsdale.org

Summer School -  

For Jewelry Students… 
Starting Tuesday, July 13*, Jewelry Class will begin meeting again 
in the “Holy Family Room.” 

Just to get back into the swing of things, our first project will be a 
simple “4-strand braid” bracelet made mostly of seed beads. 
This little project is super fun, and turns out so cute…it is a perfect 
warm up for experienced, as well as, beginning students. 

Most of the supplies will be provided.  You will need to bring seed 
beads and some larger accent beads. (and a small box with a lid). 

Email or phone to rsvp or with questions: 
Dawn Kast 218-252-3092 or dawnkastaz@outlook.com. 

*mark your calendars * 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays from 10 am to noon. 
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  Page 14        Outreach       

!

Purse & Career Clothing Collections 

Nativity has hosted a special Mother’s Day event at Save-The-Family for several years.  Save 
the Family offers a variety of programs designed to empower families to conquer 
homelessness and achieve life-long independence.    

We collect gently used items and set up a botique in which the children ‘shop’ for their mom’s 
gifts. If you would like to donate new or gently used purses, scarves, jewelry and toiletries 
please bring them to the church office.  We will collect the items throughout the year. 

They are also in need of career clothing for the women. If you have any you would like to 
donate, please reach out to Kathy Graf via email at kgraf518@aol.com.

www.nativityscottsdale.org

CASA Academy School Supply Drive 
For the past several years Nativity has supported the start of the school year for CASA Academy with a 
supply drive and once again we are inviting you to support the kindergarten to 4th grade scholars by 
helping them start the school year with much needed supplies.  We will hold the drive from 
7/11-7/25 - a box will be available at the church to collect donations.   
Below please find the list of needed items for the 2021-2022 school year:   

Thank you for helping our CASA Academy scholars and neighbors during 
this difficult financial time for so many families. Any questions, please 
email Laura Dobbins at: lauradobbins01@gmail.com.  

• Pencils (yellow, #2) 
• Crayons 
• Tissue boxes 
• Clorox wipes 
• Hand soap 
• Hand Sanitizer (big bottles) 
• White Board markers (black only) 

• Copy paper reams 
• Blue or black pens 
• Three-ring binders 
• Staplers 
• Seat sacks 
• Pink erasers 
• Rectangular pencil boxes

http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
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St. Mary’s Food Bank       
We’ve had so many wonderful members step up to help in aiding our neighbors with their nutrition needs I 
thought it would great to bring us all together at a single event at the foodbank. Our volunteer coordinator has 
said they could accommodate 20 of us on Saturday 8/28 at 8AM. I’d love to see a great outpouring of our 
mission on that day – festooned in our t-shirts and spreading the love of Christ. Even if you haven’t been able 
to do this yet, please consider being part of the Kool Kids Klub. 

Let me know soon. 
Jeff Jameson,  
480-262-7957

Thanks everyone for pitching in on June 12!!! We had a great turnout at St. Mary’s Foodbank where the 
team helped get boxes ready for delivery of much needed food. Overall, almost 1000 boxes of food were 

packed for local seniors. Thanks to Bob, Kay, Shannon, Evan, Gayle, Jim, Joyce, George, Donna, Fred and 
Edward for the labor of love. 

- Jeff Jameson 

Foothills Caring Corps 

Community Programs are resuming at the Caring Corps! One-on-One Services will start up again on July 1. 
This would include friendly visiting, pet visiting, caregiver relief, basic technology help, and shopping with 
neighbors.  Volunteers and Neighbors are still required to adhere to the FCC Health & Safety Protection Policy 
and follow CDC guidelines.   

The Foothills Caring Corps is an agency that provides a variety of services 
that enable the elderly to stay in their own homes.  They are located in the 
Sundial Shopping Center in Carefree.  For more information about One-on-
One Services, or to request a service, please contact Valerie Prue via email 
at valeriep@foothillscaringcorps.com or call the Foothills Caring Corps 
office at 480-488-1105.
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Feed the Hungry Returns               

    !  

We recently completed our second “post-pandemic” dinner to the East Valley Men’s Center and received 
their usual thankful compliments.  The meals generally are just Costco “specials”, but these men are 
always so grateful it makes us wish we could do something more for them. 

Our next dinner is scheduled for Monday, July 5 and we will have a sign-up sheet in Christopher Hall. The 
menu will be set and you can sign up for whatever course you can bring. We leave from the church at 4:30, 
arriving at the Men’s Center in Mesa about 5:15. We then finish preparing the meal in their kitchen, serve 
dinner at 6:00 and are out before 7:00. We don’t even have to clean up. 

If you’ve never done this before, we guarantee you will come away knowing that you 
have gained more than you gave. If you can’t make this one, we serve again on 
Monday, August 23. Give it a try. As you can see, we have a lot of fun. If you are 
interested, please contact Jon Bost at jonrbost@yahoo.com for more details. 
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At The Episcopal Church of 
the Nativity, reaching out to 
others is not just a Christian 
responsibility, it’s a passion! 
This spirit is captured in the 
Outreach Committee’s Mission 
Statement: 

“To inspire and equip every 
member of Nativity to participate 
in ministries that touch those in 
need.” 
We are blessed to be able to help many 
different organizations in our community 
and internationally – truly watching lives 
being transformed with the love of Jesus 
Christ.  For information about any of these 
ministries, please contact our Ministry 
Leader for Outreach, Cindy Cohen, or the 
specific ministry leaders listed for each 
project. 

Native American Ministries – Nativity 
Church is part of the Council for Native 
American Ministries, a group within the 
Arizona Episcopal Diocese that helps to 
meet the needs of some of the 22 
Federally recognized tribes in the state of 
Arizona. Projects can range from food and 
pillow drives, making masks for smaller 
tribes threatened by Covid-19, or raising 
funds to help senior Native Americans 
ensure they have food and toiletries. For 
more details, you can reach out to either 
Thomasina Tafur or Gayle Jameson. You 
can also learn more at this website: 
azdiocese.org/multicultural-ministries/
native_american.html      
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Barrio La Laguna – In the poverty-stricken barrio of Veracruz, Mexico, is an Episcopal church, Santa 
Maria Magdalena, our sister and companion church. They have a special mission to the children of the 
barrio. They feed, provide medical care, and educate many children every day, giving them a start in life, 
hope for the future, and much-needed academic and vocational training. In the past, we have partnered 
with them to help build their new Community Center, the home for the church and school. Currently we 
provide scholarship funds, and funds for maintenance of their building. 
Ministry Leader: The Rev. Scot McComas - scotmccomas@thenativity.net 

Habitat for Humanity – Nativity participates in the Episcopal Coalition for Habitat. In partnership with 
other Episcopal churches in the Valley, we build houses for families who have inadequate shelter. 
Ministry Leaders: Cotty and Andrea Peabody. 
Website: men.azdiocese.org/Ministry%20Models/episcopal-habitat-coalition.html  

Teen Mission Projects – Throughout the year our youth are involved in numerous mission projects. 
These may take the form of our youth going out to do service projects in the Phoenix area or traveling to 
more distant places. 
Ministry Leader: Mandy Hodges - mandyhodges@thenativity.net 

Foothills Caring Corps – This local agency provides services that allow the elderly to remain in their 
homes.  Services such as mail delivery, medical equipment loans, medical transportation and food 
shopping assistance – just to name a few. 
Ministry Leader: Joan Harris 
Website: foothillscaringcorps.com 

Veterans and Military Ministry – Nativity collects personal and entertainment items, and packs boxes 
with items to be sent to troops overseas.  We support veteran organizations. 
Ministry Leader: Ron Kupinski - lonemavrick@yahoo.com 

CASA Academy Food Packs – CASA Academy is a charter elementary school serving some of 
Phoenix’s poorest students and distinguishes itself by providing rigorous instruction in academics and 
character development. CASA ensures that all scholars are at or above grade-level at the end of each 
year, unlike many of their peers from similar backgrounds. Close to 100% of the scholars are eligible for 
free or reduced lunch; from there, the school further identifies children that come from food-insecure 
homes, meaning there is no guarantee of food being available outside of school. Nativity provides 
weekend  food for these students. 
Ministry Leader: Laura Dobbins 
Website: casaacademy.org 

Our local congregational partner with Iglesias Santa Maria – We have made painted crosses for 
their youth to celebrate their First Communion and Anglican Prayer Beads for their confirmands.  We 
provide sponsorships for their youth to attend our diocesan camp. They have taught us to make 
tamales. 
Ministry Leader: The Rev. Scot McComas 
Website: santamaria.azdiocese.org 
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East Valley Men’s Center – This center provides support for 
unemployed men to stabilize their lives and to assist in finding 
employment. Through Nativity’s Feed the Hungry program, we 
provide and serve a warm meal monthly. Our knitting ministry 
has provided hats for the men. This center is part of the New 
Leaf organization. 
Ministry Leader: Jon Bost 
Website: turnanewleaf.org 

Save-the-Family Center – Prior to Mother’s Day, parishioners 
bring gently used purses along with incidentals and bring them 
to the Save-the-Family Center so that the children can give 
their moms a suitable gift for Mother’s Day. 
Ministry Leaders: Janyce Schneider - janycecarroll6@cox.net  
and Kathy Graf - kgraf518@aol.com 
Website: save-the-family.org 

St Mary’s Food Bank – The world’s first foodbank, it is one of 
the largest in The United States. In addition to a financial 
contribution, our parishioners go to their center and help pack 
food. 
Ministry Leader: Jeff Jameson 
Website: firstfoodbank.org 

El Hogar Projects – An Episcopal ministry in the Diocese of Honduras. About 250 desperately poor 
Honduran youth find a loving home and an excellent education. We sponsor fourth grader Eddson 
Daniel Gutierrez Rodriguez. 
Ministry Leader: Paul Rank 
Website: elhogar.org 

American Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem (AFEDJ) – AFEDJ supports the 
Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem. It has a presence in five countries: Lebanon, Syria, Jordon, 
Palestine, and Israel. Our contribution supports schools, churches and healthcare facilities. 
Ministry Leader: Cotty Peabody 
Website: afedj.org 

Nativity Blood Drives – Nativity periodically hosts the bloodmobile that comes to the church on a 
Sunday morning. 

The Episcopal 
Church of the Nativity 
22405 N. Miller Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85255 

nativityscottsdale.org/serveinthecommunity/ 
480-307-9216 
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#2

Oki! (Blackfoot for “Hello”) 

Set your calendar for Sunday, July 11th, to hear Reverend Canon 
Debbie Royals, Leader of the Council for Native American 
Ministry - Episcopal Diocese of Arizona. She will be giving the 
sermon to our congregation.  
- Thomasina Tafur 

“We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors;  
we borrow it from our children”  

Navajo Proverb 

The Episcopal Church of  the Nativity 
Mailing Address: 
22405 North Miller Road 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85255
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Everyone Is Welcome! 
No Exceptions 

To:

http://www.nativityscottsdale.org

