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The Episcopal 
Church of the Nativity 
NATIVITYSCOTTSDALE.ORG

THE NATIVITY SCENE 
September/October 

2021
Everyone is Welcome! 

No Exceptions

www.nativityscottsdale.org

Save the Date! 
Fr. Scot’s Installation  
February 12, 2022  
11 am 
The Reverend Scot McComas will be installed 
as Rector of The Episcopal Church of the 
Nativity on Saturday, February 12, 2022 at 11 
am. The Right Reverend Jennifer Reddall, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Arizona, will be the 
Celebrant and the Reverend Kevin Johnson, a 
friend of Fr. Scot's in the Dallas-Ft. Worth area, 
will preach.  

Please join us for the Celebration of a New 
Ministry service and the reception afterwards. 
The service may be found in the Book of 
Common Prayer, beginning on page 559.  

Episcopal 101 Class 

  Fr. Scot is offering two Episcopal 101 classes for the Nativity community to learn or relearn about  
  our denomination’s faith including Anglican theology; the history of the Episcopal Church and the 
Anglican Communion; the Book of Common Prayer; the sacraments of the church; the orders of deacon, priest, and 
bishop; the governance of The Episcopal Church; a general overview of world religions; and why people go to 
church and what brings them to church. 
  
You may choose the Wednesday, 10:00-11:30 am class or the Thursday, 6:00-7:30 pm class beginning September 22 
and 23, both via Zoom. We will meet for 7 weeks in preparation for the November 7, 2021 visit of Bishop Jennifer 
Reddall on All Saints Sunday, where she will confirm new Episcopalians as they officially join The Episcopal 
Church of the Nativity. Please email Fr. Scot for the Zoom link at scotmccomas@thenativity.net. Invite a friend to 
learn more about our denomination, diocese and parish.

Bring your 4 legged friends to our St. Francis 
Day Blessing of  the Animals service on 
Saturday, October 2 at 5 pm. We will gather 
outside the doors to the church. The service 
will be no longer than 20 minutes. Please bring 
your pet on a leash or in a carrier. Or if  your 
pet has passed away, bring a picture of  your pet 
to be blessed and to share a memory of  your 
pet. 

mailto:scotmccomas@thenativity.net
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
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 Nativity’s  
 Contacts

Nativity Staff  
The Rev. Scot McComas, Rector 

scotmccomas@thenativity.net 
704-779-6113 

The Rev. Wayne V. Whitney PhD. 
Associate Rector 

waynewhitney@thenativity.net 

The Rev. Martha Durham, Deacon 
 marthadurham@thenativity.net 

Mina Rafferty 
Parish Administrator 

minarafferty@thenativity.net 

Nativity Vestry 

Senior Warden:   Paul Rank 
     513-300-3729   
     paulrank1@mac.com 

Junior Warden:   Ron Kupinski 
     303-668-7453 
     lonemavrick@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:    Andrea Peabody 
     480-588-8328   
     Andreapeabody@earthlink.net 

Sarah Banks      480-204-1732  
     sdwnaz@yahoo.com 

Jon Bost    602-618-6781 
     jonrbost@yahoo.com 

Diana Fitzgerald   850-459-2249 
     dianalifitzgerald@gmail.com  

Jim Graves    602-885-8829 
     characterinyouth@cox.net 

Dina Horsman   602-571-0826 
     dinaslaw@cox.net 

Dennis Long      480-837-7163 
     dennis@designlogicinc.com 

James Newhouse   602-499-7317 
     phxblue@cox.net 

Cotty Peabody   617-966-1461 
     Epeabody@earthlink.net 

Darrell Spencer   480-540-5229  
     darrellwspencer@yahoo.com 

22405 N. Miller Road 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85255 

Telephone: 
480-307-9216 

nativityscottsdale.org

www.nativityscottsdale.org

Sundays, 9:00 am 
Power Bible Study 

Sundays, 10:00 am 
Sunday Service 

Mondays, 6:00 pm 
Centering Prayer 

1st Tuesdays 6:00 pm 
Outreach Meeting 

Wednesdays, 10:00 am 
Fr. Scot’s Book Group 

Wednesdays, 6:00 pm 
Bible Study with  
Dr. Wayne 

Thursdays, 10:00 am 
Knitting Group 

If you would like information on the meeting or 
would like to join, please contact Fr. Scot at 

scotmccomas@thenativity.net.
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             From our Associate Rector           Page 3  

  

If you’re looking for the meaning of life, then you’re wanting wisdom.  It is a 
basic interest of all humanity, regardless of nationality.  King Solomon’s blank 
check from God had the word “wisdom” on the memo line.  Israel managed to 
exist in a perilous position between Egypt and Babylonia, both of which had their 
own long-standing wisdom traditions.  The sages of the day put forth practical 

advice based, not in religious cult, but in experiences of observed life.  The 
literature of the Bible which falls into the category of Wisdom can be categorized 

into 2 camps:  Advice for the young on how to lead a profitable life, and narrative 
which probes the depths of human anguish.   

Our Old Testament lessons turn to the Wisdom side of scripture in September with samplings from Proverbs.  
The wisdom we see in the Bible is remarkably unconcerned with religion or religiosity.  This literature reflects 
the direction of human being when we truly consider what all creation shares in common.  Reacquaint 
yourself with the wisdom writings of the Bible like Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Job.  Find yourself challenged 
with viewpoints that you don’t agree with.  Experience yourself once again transformed and even renewed. 

Dr. W+ 
The Rev Wayne V Whitney, PhD | Associate Rector 

Wayne’s World September 2021 

www.nativityscottsdale.org

Meet our Interm Music Director 
Dr. Luis F. Rodríguez Morales, pianist and composer 

 Born in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Bachelor of Music, Conservatory of 
Music of Puerto Rico; Master of Music, Westminster Choir College; Doctor 
of Musical Arts (Collaborative Piano), Arizona State University. Studied 
piano with Marisa García, José Ramos Santana, Andrew Campbell and 
Russell Ryan, and composition with Roberto Milano, Stephan Young, and 
Ludmila Ulehla. 
 His musical works have been performed in the United States and 
Europe and have been included in several recordings. Additionally, he is a 
renown Puerto Rican danza composer, having many of his compositions on 
this genre been awarded prizes by the Institute of Culture of Puerto Rico and 
the Círculo de Recreo de San Germán. Outstanding among them is ¡Qué 
Tapón!, originally for piano and later arranged for chamber music ensemble, 
having been recorded and also featured at the prestigious Casals Festival. 
 He currently serves as part of the Music Faculty at Grand Canyon 
University and as Music Teacher at St. John Bosco Catholic School in Phoenix, Arizona. If you would like 
to contact Luis please email him at rodmomusic@gmail.com

http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org


w w w . n a t i v i t y s c o t t s d a l e . o r g

Page 4    Adult Christian Education            

Sunday Morning Power Bible Study  
Sunday Power Bible Study with Dr. 
Wayne is a look at all 4 of the week’s 
lectionary texts in 30-40 minutes.  
Enhance your Sunday morning worship 
with a familiarity to the liturgical texts for 
the week. Join Dr. Wayne online at 9 am 
on Nativity’s Facebook page or the 
Nativity General YouTube channel or 
anytime during the week. Either click 
here or copy and paste the link below to 
go to the Sunday Power Bible Study 
playlist on YouTube.  
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLEyfuimpB74-
ULi18ZwgTM2ZG0jaJ2V0B 

Bible Study Wednesday    
The ongoing “teach through the Bible” 
series continues on Wednesday nights.  
September begins a foray into the books of 
the Latter Prophets--those books that bear the names of the prophets themselves.  Dr. Wayne leads these 
studies on Wednesdays at 6 pm on the Nativity General Channel on YouTube and on Nativity’s Facebook 
page. Click here to view the Bible Study Wednesday playlist on YouTube. Or copy, paste, or click the link 
below in your browser. 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEyfuimpB749cPkWJh9IROV0gSmGPw5K2. 

Centering Prayer 
Centering Prayer is resuming on Monday evenings from 6-7 pm via zoom.  For the link contact  Bill Bailey 
at williambailey70@yahoo.com.   Our venue consists of a time of Centering Prayer , a quick check in and 
discussion of a book. We have begun  with The Meaning of Mary Magdalene - Discovering the Woman at 
the Heart of Christianity, by Cynthia Bourgeault. If you are looking for an opportunity to deepen your walk 
with God in silence and study (and often lively discussion) this is an opportunity for you. I look forward to 
meeting again, and seeing both new and familiar faces. 

Power  
Bible  
Study 
Sunday  
9:00

www.nativityscottsdale.org
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2021 Diocesan Convention  
61st Diocesan Convention 

October 9, 2021 
(Online ONLY) 

October 15-16, 2021 (Hybrid) 

This year we are excited to welcome Presiding Bishop Michael Curry to our Diocesan Convention. There is 
a form to register for the Eucharistic Celebration on October 16th at 10 AM.The deadline for registration is 
October 1, 2021. All information can be found here. 

Pre-Convention Workshops: As in past years, there will be two pre-convention workshops this year: 
Budget, Canons & Resolutions and the Candidate Forum. The Zoom links for these workshops will be sent 
to registered participants. The dates and times for these workshops will be posted with the schedule for 
convention. 

Workshops: Workshops will be offered on Friday, October 15. These will be in person at Church for the 
Nations, 6225 N. Central Ave., Phoenix. Please see the Convention Schedule for the workshop listing and 
schedule. 

https://www.azdiocese.org/meetings/diocesan-convention.html
https://www.azdiocese.org/meetings/diocesan-convention.html
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
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Workshops Session 1 

WS1A - Nancy Frausto - El Evangelismo Episcopal al sabor Latino 
Cuando hablamos de evangelismo en comunidades de habla inglés la mayoría 
del tiempo hay mucha resistencia pues la palabra “evangelismo” les trae una 
mala memoria. En comunidades latinas no vemos este tipo de pensamiento 
pues hay un entendimiento diferente de lo que es el evangelismo. En este 

taller hablaremos sobre lo que es el evangelismo episcopal, usando la 
definición de la Oficina de Evangelismo del Obispo Primado y tendremos la oportunidad de ver como los 
múltiples dones de la comunidad latina pueden ser una herramienta importante para toda la iglesia episcopal. 
Acompáñenos a hablar sobre el evangelismo episcopal con sabor latino. 

WS1B - Amy DeCaussin – Digital Evangelism Through the Art of Storytelling 
Do you ever think, “If we could just get folks to walk through the door, they would be inspired to stay?” 
Digital platforms provide a profound look inside the church. We can captivate the hearts and minds of the 
“never-ending scrollers” by cutting through the noise using meaningful content through the art of 
storytelling. Church resources are often spread thin, but implementing effective communications doesn’t 
need to be complicated. In this workshop, we will dive into the world of websites, social media and email 
marketing. This workshop aims to fill up your cup with much needed inspiration for the task at hand. Join 
me in elevating the church mission through digital evangelism. 

WS1C - The Revs. Hunter Ruffin & Erika von Haaren - Post-Pandemic Evangelism: Discernment + 
Strategic Planning = the Future 
Through the practices of showing up in our community and learning the stories of our neighbors, the church 
can be open to welcoming the stranger in new and creative ways. In this workshop, we will discuss how 
strategic thinking/planning and the intentional embodying of God's love helps us to live into the vocation of 
being fishers of people. 

WS1D - John Caleb Collins & Devin Gillespie - Into the Cosmos: Carrying Out Service and Mission to 
Others 
An engaging and lively interactive discussion of what it means to be the body of Christ--His hands and feet--
in the community around us, as we are called to receive and be the Real Presence of Christ for the world. 

WS1E - Canon Anita Braden - Rise up and Reach Out! 
An informative discussion for believers of Christ to be His reflection in the world and share the Good News 
of Jesus, the Christ. 

http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
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Workshop Session 2 

WS2A - Nancy Frausto - Evangelism: Going out into the neighborhood 
Using the Episcopal definition for evangelism: As we seek, name, and 
celebrate Jesus’ loving presence in the stories of others and invite them to 
more, we must be sure that our faith communities are places where we are 
inviting people to be ministry partners. Join us for an evangelism workshop 

focused on “How we go out into our neighborhood,” “how we meet and receive new people from different 
cultures and backgrounds into our church,” and “how we can build authentic respectful relationships with 
our neighbors.” This workshop will focus on practical tools for going out into our neighborhoods (this will 
include social media presence), telling our faith story, actively listening to others tell their story, and finally, 
how faith communities can grow and thrive by embracing evangelism. 

WS2B - Anti-Racism Committee - "Powerful Conversations on Stewardship of Privilege: Exploring 
our Power of Privilege in Service of Beloved Community" 
Participants will reflect on the practice of taking hold of the power of privilege and using it to disarm, 
dismantle, or otherwise subvert what is was designed to protect. We will be referencing ideas and materials 
from Stephanie Spellers' new book, The Church Cracked Open: Disruption, Decline, and Hope for Beloved 
Community. It is not necessary to read the book in advance. 

WS2C - Robin Hollis & Mary Hovden - Survive, Thrive, Evangelize: Collaborating for Success 
through the UTO COVID-19 Digital Ministry Grant 
Topics include streaming equipment choices, music licensing & compliance, tips & tricks for streaming/
recording to Facebook and YouTube. During Holy Week 2020 our world changed forever. As churches 
closed to in-person worship and activities because of rising COVID-19 cases, we had to adapt and change 
immediately in order to keep our congregations connected and fulfill congregant spiritual needs. This 
interactive worship will cover how St. James the Apostle, Tempe took the lead in obtaining a special 
COVID-19 UTO grant for streaming equipment. We’ll also discuss the process we used to obtain the grant, 
how we collaborated with 18 other AZ congregations to implement the grant, what we learned and how our 
experiences can benefit your streaming journey. 

WS2D - The Rev Canon Jana Sundin - Evangelism with Children, Youth and Young Adults 
This workshop will explore how congregations can partner with and empower children, youth, and young 
adults--both within and outside of the church--to participate in God's mission of reconciling love. 

WS2E - Paul Sheehan, Dennis Combs & Robbie Tantimonaco – Spouse & Partner Program  
Come and join other clergy spouses and partners for a time of sharing and fellowship. 

http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
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AmazonSmile - Funds for Nativity  
You can contribute without costing you more money via Smile.Amazon.com!  Contact Mina Rafferty 
(minarafferty@thenativity.net) for more info.Use our unique link - https://smile.amazon.com/ch/
45-5599218 When first visiting AmazonSmile, you are prompted to select a charitable organization from 
over one million eligible organizations. For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the customer’s selected charitable organization. Each 
quarter, the AmazonSmile Foundation makes donations to eligible charitable organizations by electronic 
funds transfer. 

Birthdays & Anniversary Blessings  
We would like to know when your birthday and/or anniversary is coming up so we can pray for you by 
name during the birthday and anniversary prayers and blessings each week. If you would like your name 
mentioned, please email the dates and information to Fr. Scot at scotmccomas@thenativity.net  or call him 
at 704-779-6113. Or maybe you have a family member or friend you'd like us to pray for. Please let us 
know.   

Prayer Team  
If you or someone special to you are in need of prayers you have several options to let the prayer team know 
of the request. Please let one of the clergy know. There also is a book for prayer requests on the table by the 
entrance to Christopher Hall, or you may email Joyce Graves at jbjlgraves@cox.net or call 602-885-8828. 
All prayers are kept confidential within the prayer team. We also ask that you give us an update preferably 
every month or so about the person or persons you have asked us to pray for. 

Name Tags 
Name Tags - It you are attending the Church of the Nativity but do not have a name tag at present, please 
stop by the Welcome Counter and give us your name so we can have one made for you. You can also contact 
Mina Rafferty at the church office, 480-307-9216 or via email at minarafferty@thenativity.net with your 
information. 

Forward Day by Day 
Forward Day by Day is a booklet of daily inspirational meditations reflecting on a specific Bible passage, 
chosen from the daily lectionary readings as listed in the Revised Common Lectionary or the Daily Office 
from the Episcopal Church's Book of Common Prayer. The meditations are rich in substance and offer a 
wide range of witness and experiences. Each month's meditation is written by a different author.  These 
booklets in both regular and large print are available on the Welcome desk or if you would like one mailed 
to you, send Mina Rafferty an email at minarafferty@thenativity.net. 

Flower Dedications 
There are a few days still avaialbe in 2021 for your dedication. 
The flower guild invites you and your family to honor loved ones in thanksgiving or to memorialize 
those we have lost by providing flowers for our Sunday worship service. These dedications will be 
included in our celebration and will help to beautify our worship space. Please provide the following 
information to Mina Rafferty via email at minarafferty@thenativity.net by Tuesdays noon.   

Page 8     General Information        
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My dear fellow parishioners of Nativity, I never in a million years thought I’d find myself 
in this position. I’m going to retire from life as an active Deacon. This decision has come 
from an intense time of reflection, prayer, and counsel. Covid time has reminded many of 
us that we are not in the control we think we are about so many parts of our life. 

I’ve had an active life in the church for 30 years, always juggling a myriad list of tasks along with two active 
boys and supporting my husband in his work. The last 15 years I’ve been an ordained Deacon, and as all 
clergy do - my life and work in the church enfolded into each other. And still I juggled. It was satisfying and 
rewarding. 

Now is a new time of life. I need freedom to travel and spend time with my sons, now grown men. They live 
far away. There are lots of fabric and yarn stores where they live; I am called. My cousin (I have a very small 
family) lives in Paso Robles, California, in the heart of red wine country. We have fun together; I am called. 
My husband, Tom, has taken on a new vocation serving on the Scottsdale City Council. It has shifted our life 
together. I want to be a good partner to him. This is a new kind of juggling. I need a different kind of freedom 
to do these things. 

I am going to remain a parishioner here at Nativity. I will take an extended leave and then one day you’ll see 
me sitting in the back without my collar, worshipping with you. I will still keep my practice as a Spiritual 
Director and will continue to serve the Diocesan committee I now do. You can still talk to me. My number 
remains in the directory. 

I can’t express how rich my life has been here at Nativity. It has been a privilege to be a part of your lives. 
Thank you for allowing me to be a part of the community in a new role. 

Sincerely, 
The Rev. Martha Durham 

www.nativityscottsdale.org

Join us in celebrating  
Martha’s retirement on 
Sunday, September 19 
following the service.

http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
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Knitting Resumes! 
Our intrepid knitting group will resume meeting in the fall by Zoom. Given the uncertainty of the Covid 
virus situation, this will best meet the needs of our group members. We will remain flexible and 
responsive to the ongoing situation. 

We will meet on the first and third Thursday mornings of each month at 10 am. We will take an hour for 
a short reflection, prayer, knitting and chatting. Reminders with the Zoom link and upcoming dates will 
be sent regularly. If you are not on the email list be sure to let us know. We are looking forward to being 
in touch with you again! 

Important News! We are working this fall on two 
BIG projects: 

Men’s hats for the East Valley Men’s Shelter (as we 
have done in the past) 

Children’s hats for hospitals in the Holy Land. (This 
is a special request from Cotty and Andrea Peabody-
from the Diocese of Jerusalem. They will deliver the 
hats during the Holy Land Tour this winter). 

We have simple patterns for each project and are 
hopeful we can supply all the hats that are requested of 
us! If you need hands-on help, just ask and we will 
arrange it! And, we are getting very good at solving 
knitting conundrums on Zoom! 

If you have any questions email Mary Ann Rank at 
marank410@gmail.com and we’ll get you set! If you 
need to be added to our email list be sure to ask! 

See you soon! Mary Ann Rank 

Upcoming Knitting Dates: 
   Sept 16   Oct. 7, 21      Nov. 4, 18       Dec. 2,16 

www.nativityscottsdale.org

EASIEST KIDS HAT EVER KNITTING PATTERN 
Yarn: Vanna's Choice in Midnight Blue  
Needles: Size US 8 straight  
Gauge= 1 inch = 4 sts 
Sizes (hat is very stretchy): 1-3 years, 4-7  
Cast on 76 (80) sts. Work in K2, P2 ribbing until hat measures 12 (13) 
inches from the cast on edge. Bind off. For the tie: Chain 40 with crochet 
hook G or cast on 2 sts and garter stitch for 10 inches. 
Fold over and sew the side seam. 
Crochet or knit the tie 
Tie tightly around the top of the hat.

http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
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Women’s Ministry 
We will have our monthly luncheon again. We meet on the third Wednesday of the month. On 
September 15 we will meet at 12 noon at All American Modern Sports Grill in DC Ranch. If you have 
any questions please contact Janyce Schneider at janycecarroll6@cox.net. 

Calling All Readers! 
The monthly book club is going to resume in real time with 
Deb Myrick as facilitator. Our first session will be on October 
14th at 10:00 at the church in perhaps one of the smaller 
rooms.  We will begin the year with a short but hopefully 
enriching book: Gift from the Sea by Ann Morrow Lindbergh. 
Be thinking of selections we might enjoy throughout the year.  

www.nativityscottsdale.org

Jewelry Class 
Every 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
10:00am to 12:00 noon 
We have completed our first project, creating 
some very sweet little bracelets. 
Now we are ready to move on to other things.   
PLEASE JOIN US. 
Bring your gear, and any unfinished or brand 
new pieces…or perhaps a piece that needs 
repair or adjusting. 
See you in the “Holy Family Room”! 
Dawn Kast 218-252-3092 or 
dawnkastaz@outlook.com. 

Men’s Pub Fellowship 
The October gathering of the MPF is Thursday, October 7 at 5pm at the All American Modern Sports 
Grill at 20751 N Pima. Bring a friend or meet and make new ones! For details contact Art Graf at 
mxgk25a@aol.com. 

Women’s Wine Night  
First Thursday of the month, October 7, the women of Nativity 
partake in Happy Hour starting at 5pm. Join us at The Living 
Room at DC Ranch, right next to the Men’s Pub Fellowship! 
RSVP by noon Thursday, RSVP to Kathy Graf at 

http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
http://www.nativityscottsdale.org
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 Yá’át’ééh (hello in Navajo) 
 Thank you for attending The Rev 
Canon Debbie Royal’s sermon on Sunday, 
July 11th. And a special thank you for staying 
after the service for Q & A. I believe it 
reflects the beginning of a great relationship 
between Nativity and our Native American 
sisters and brothers. Some of you expressed 
interest in getting more involved with the 
Native American Ministries outreach project. 
Please reach out to Gayle Jameson at 
gaylejameson@cox.net. She will be 
collecting people’s information, interests, and 
creating an email distribution list for future 
communication. 
 One example of how you can 
participate in our outreach project is by 
donating a pillow (or two) to our September 
Pillow Drive, benefiting the Native American 
Connections organization. Since 1972, they 
have  helped to strengthen the Native 
American community through culturally 
appropriate health, affordable housing and 
community development services. Our goal is 
to donate a minimum of 25 sleeping pillows. 
Will YOU help us reach this goal? Be on the 
look out for details in your Sunday pamphlet 
and flyers around church. 
 Lastly, I made a commitment during 
the Q & A portion of our meeting that I 
would use this newsletter to help you find 
resources to learn more about the Native 
American culture. I recently read a great 
travel essay in the 2017 Best American Travel 
Writing book. It’s an excellent piece about 
how Native American’s (in this case the 
Cherokees) struggle with sharing which part 
of their lives they should share, and what 
parts should be kept sacred. You can read it 
here: https://www.vqronline.org/reporting-
articles/2016/10/chiefing-cherokee. 
Wado! (Thank you in Cherokee) 
-Thomasina Tafur 
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Purse & Career Clothing Collections 
Nativity has hosted a special Mother’s Day event at Save-The-Family for several years.  Save-The-Family 
offers a variety of programs designed to empower families to conquer homelessness and achieve life-long 
independence.    

We collect gently used items and set up a botique in which the children ‘shop’ for their mom’s gifts. If you 
would like to donate new or gently used purses, scarves, jewelry and toiletries please bring them to the 
church office.  We will collect the items throughout the year. 

They are also in need of career clothing for the women. If you have any you would like to donate, please 
reach out to Janyce Schneider at janycecarroll6@cox.net 

www.nativityscottsdale.org

CASA Academy 
Nativity’s CASA Academy outreach has been back in full swing again over the past couple of months.  

Beginning with the back to school supply drive, the people of Nativity have demonstrated our 
unwavering support for the scholars at CASA and continuing through the first two weekend food packs 
for the school year.   

For the supply drive, we filled an entire back end of an SUV with pencils, paper, markers and an 
assortment of much needed supplies to be used by the kindergarten through fourth grade students.  These 
supplies help each student be prepared for whatever lessons they are working on each day.   Thank you 
for opening your hearts to support these young students.   

After a packing sabbatical due to the pandemic, we are once again packing weekend food packs for 
identified food insecure CASA scholars.  We have had a great turn out at each pack where we pack 160 
bags of nutrition to help sustain the children over the weekend.  This nutrition helps these students arrive 
at school on Monday ready to learn.    

To pack we meet monthly to pack on Saturday mornings, the next pack is 10/2/21 at 9:30AM.  All 
ages are welcome at the packs.  We also need volunteers to deliver the packs on Thursday afternoons to 
the school located at 35th Ave and Northern.  The next delivery is scheduled for 10/7/21 between 1 & 
4pm.  You do not have to come to the packs to deliver or deliver in order to come to the packs.  We 
welcome any time that you can spend helping out and look forward to seeing you there.  

If you have any questions or would like the schedule of packs for the school year please reach out to 
Laura Dobbins: lauradobbins01@gmail.com.  
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St. Mary’s Food Bank       
Nativity members, their family and friends helped pack food boxes on Saturday August 28. We had 16 folks 
turn out for this volunteer event at St. Mary’s. Thanks to all who participated! Our next date is to be 
determined.  Call me if you’re interested in participating, Jeff Jameson, 480-262-7957.

Foothills Caring Corps 
Community Programs resumes at Caring Corps! One-on-One Services started up on July 1. This would include 
friendly visiting, pet visiting, caregiver relief, basic technology help, and shopping with neighbors.  Volunteers 
and Neighbors are still required to adhere to the FCC Health & Safety Protection Policy and follow CDC 
guidelines.   

The Foothills Caring Corps is an agency that provides a variety of services 
that enable the elderly to stay in their own homes.  They are located in the 
Sundial Shopping Center in Carefree.  For more information about One-on-
One Services, or to request a service, please contact Valerie Prue via email 
at valeriep@foothillscaringcorps.com or call the Foothills Caring Corps 
office at 480-488-1105. 

www.nativityscottsdale.org
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Feed the Hungry Returns               

 The men at the East Valley Men’s Center have sure been appreciating our dinners now that we are 
back to serving them in person. We still wear our masks and gloves, and feed them at arm’s-length, but it 
all seems to be working out well. Last month, August 23, was Meatloaf Night at the shelter and many 
thanks to Ron and Ramona Rusinak and the team for putting out a great spread.    

 We have three more dinners planned for this year and for those that like to mark their calendars, 
these are scheduled for Thursday, Sept. 30th, Monday, Nov. 8th, and Thursday, Dec. 9th. And for those long-
range planners, our 10 diners for next year are now on the church calendar. They are 1/23/22, 2/28/22, 
3/28/22, 4/26/22, 5/31/22, 7/8/22, 8/30/22, 10/3/22, 11/29/22, 12/18/22. Details on each of these will be 
published as the date becomes nearer, of course. 

 If you haven’t tried one of these dinners yet, come give it a try. We meet at the church at 4:30 or at 
the Men’s Center in Mesa at 5:15 ish with our respective courses in hand, usually something from Costco. 
We warm them up in their kitchen, serve ~ 90 men cafeteria style, and are out of there by 6 pm. We don’t 
even have to clean up.  

 And the best part of this ministry is the warm feeling you have when you leave. The men are 
always so grateful, and we always come away knowing that we have received more than we have given.  

- Jon Bost 

www.nativityscottsdale.org

Our next dinner to the East Valley Men’s Center is set for Thursday, September 
30th. The menu is pulled pork sandwiches with all the trimmings. We pick an item 
to bring (usually something picked up from Costco) warm it up in their kitchen and 
serve 90 hungry homeless men who have been out working all day trying to turn 
their lives around. There is a sign-up sheet in the gathering area and lots of slots 
open yet to fill. If you have never done this before, a real treat awaits you as you experience the 
joy of helping folks who are fighting to help themselves. If you are an old hand at this, then 
welcome back. 

We meet at the East Valley Men’s Center at 2345 N Country Club Dr, Mesa, AZ 85201. It is 
located on Country Club drive, just North of Highway 202 in Mesa. It is about a 30-minute 
drive from the church. For more information contact Jon Bost at jonrbost@yahoo.com, or 
602-618-6781. We guarantee you will come away knowing that you have received more than 
you have given.  
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Everyone Is Welcome! 
No Exceptions 

To:

Friday, 
December 3 
ADVENTure 

Outreach 
Fundraiser 

6 pm
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